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World War II Memorial

More than three million World War II veterans
have died since Congress approved a national
memorial to them in 1993, but work on the
project has not yet begun.  On May 28, 2001,
President Bush signed H.R. 1696 (Public Law
107-11), legislation that mandates expedited
construction of the already-approved World War
II Memorial on the Mall in Washington, DC.  The
design and site for the memorial have been
carefully studied, considered and approved over
a period of more than six years, a longer time
than it took to win World War II.  Over the past
six years, 22 public hearings have been held on
the site and design of the memorial, which has
received the endorsement of the Historic Pres-
ervation Officer of the District of Columbia and
four endorsements from the D.C. Historic Preser-
vation Review Board.  In addition, the Commis-
sion of Fine Arts and the National Capital Plan-
ning Commission have each rendered approval
for the memorial five times.  The site was ap-
proved by both the Secretary of Interior and
former President Clinton.  Despite all of this,
critics of the project have filed legal challenge
after legal challenge in order to stop the project,
citing that such a National World War II Memorial,
to be located between the Washington Monument
and the Lincoln Memorial, will clutter an already
crowded site.  Ground breaking ceremonies
were held on Veterans Day, November 11, 2000.
Construction is set to begin this summer.  For
additional information on the World War II Memo-
rial, please check the Memorial Website at
http://www.wwiimemorial.com,  or call 1-800-
639-4WW2.
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Life Insurance and Health Care Benefits
for

Spouses and Children of Veterans

On June 5, 2001, President Bush signed into law the Veterans’
Survivor Benefits Improvement Act, H.R. 801 (Public Law
107-14), that adds $100 million in new health care benefits for
surviving spouses of veterans.  The law will provide new life
insurance and health care benefits for up to two million eligible
spouses and children of veterans.  Under the new law, survivors of
veterans killed in action or from service-related causes who
receive Medicare, will now be eligible to have CHAMPVA, VA’s
Civilian Health and Medical Program, provide their payment for
medical expenses and co-payments that Medicare does not
cover.  In addition, the new law expands the Servicemembers’
Group Life Insurance (SGLI) program to include spouses and
children (up to $100,000 for spouses and $10,000 for children).

         The law also makes retroactive the previously approved in
         crease to $250,000 of the maximum benefit for
         service members who die in the performance of duty, thereby

covering at least 57 men and women who died in tragic accidents since October 1, 2000.  The bill also
includes provisions to require the Department of Veterans’ Affairs to develop comprehensive educa-
tional and outreach programs to ensure that eligible spouses and dependents are made aware of the
services and benefits for which they qualify.

President’s Task Force To Improve Health Care
Delivery For Our Nation’s Veterans

On May 28, 2001, President Bush announced the establishment of a Task Force to Improve Health Care
Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans.  The Task Force shall be comprised of 15 members appointed by the
President.  Two of the 15 members shall serve as co-chairs of the Task Force.  The Task Force member-
ship shall include health care experts, officials familiar with Department of Veterans Affairs and Depart-
ment of Defense health care systems, and representatives from veteran and military service organiza-
tions.  The mission of the Task Force shall be to:

• identify ways to improve benefits and services for Department of Veterans Affairs benefi-
ciaries and Department of Defense military retirees who are also eligible for benefits from
the DVA through better coordination of the activities of the two departments.

• review barriers and challenges that impede Department of Veterans Affairs and Depart-
ment of Defense coordination, including budgeting processes, timely billing, cost account-
ing, information technology, and reimbursement. Identify opportunities to improve such
business practices to ensure high quality and cost effective health care.

• identify opportunities for improved resource utilization through a partnership between the
Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense to maximize the use of
resources and infrastructure, including:  buildings, information technology and data sharing
systems, procurement of supplies, equipment and services, and delivery of care.

The President’s initiative comes on the heels of the findings of a General Accounting Office (GAO) report
that my subcommittee, the House Veterans Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, commis-
sioned.

The GAO reported that the VA and Department of Defense will save American taxpayers over $300
million a year by increasing joint procurement of pharmaceuticals.  The GAO report also cites DOD’s
commitment to pilot test VA’s mail service pharmacy and indicated that more savings, from sharing
medical services and jointly procuring medical equipment, could be reinvested in improved health care
for veterans, military retirees, service members and their families.
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Concurrent Receipt

Current law prohibits the concurrent receipt of military retired pay and VA disability compensation.  As a
result, military retirees who are eligible for military retired pay and also eligible for VA disability compen-
sation must surrender a portion of their retired pay if they want to receive the disability compensation.  On
January 30, 2001, Representative Bilirakis introduced H.R. 303, legislation that would entirely eliminate
the current practice of offsetting military retired pay and VA disability compensation.  I am a co-sponsor
of H.R. 303.  The bill has been referred to the House Armed Services Committee.

On June 26, 2001, I met with House leaders on this issue and indicated my pledge to continue to find
ways to pass this legislation.  During the 106th Congress, as Chairman of the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Military Personnel, I included language in the Fiscal Year 2000 National Defense
Authorization bill to provide an additional $300 per month in military retired pay for a veteran with a total
disability, $200 a month for a 90 percent disability and $100 a month for a 70 to 80 percent service-
connected disability.  In addition, I included language in the Fiscal Year 2001 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act that extended this provision to apply to Chapter 61 Retirees (those retirees with a military disabil-
ity).

GI Bill Education Benefit Increases

On June 20, 2001, the House of Representatives unanimously approved H.R. 1291, the “21st Century
Montgomery G.I. Bill Enhancement Act.”   The legislation increases the amount of educational benefits
under the Montgomery G.I. Bill for an approved program of education on a full time basis from $650 for a
minimum three-year enlistment to $1,100 over three years.  For years, the Montgomery G.I. Bill has
allowed those soldiers, who might have had to forsake higher education all together, the ability to earn
their degrees after serving their country. I applaud the efforts of this legislation as it follows the current
trend of rising education costs, as opposed to being left behind.

Equally important, this bill will ultimately strengthen our national defense by helping to improve the
military’s recruiting efforts. The Montgomery G.I. Bill makes higher education and training more afford-
able to military personnel returning to civilian life.  If enacted, the rate for the minimum three-year enlist-
ment will increase to $800 on October 1, 2001; $950 on October 1, 2002; and $1,100 on October 1,
2003. The rate for two-year enlistment and four years in the Reserve is currently $528 and will rise to
$894 over three years. The rate will increase to $650 on October 1, 2001; $772 on October 1, 2002; and
$894 on October 2, 2003.

Marine Reserve Forces Band To Play in Peru

When the Marine Reserve arrived at Grissom Air Re-
serve Base in February, the Marines wanted to an-
nounce their arrival into the community.

This summer, we will have the rare opportunity to hear
the musical pride of the Marine Reserve Forces and
welcome the Marines into our community when the
Marine Reserve Forces Band plays in the Circus City
Festival Parade in Peru on July 21.  This is an excellent
opportunity for the Marines to announce their presence
in Miami County and the surrounding community.

Seeking Applicants For Service Academy Nominations

I can think of no better group to ask to help find potential candidates for nomination, than those who have
served their country.  You have seen and know the qualities make a great leader, and are able to discern
those qualities in our young people.

I encourage you to help us find more of these future leaders in the communities throughout the 5th District.
If you find someone who has an interest in the service academies and in accepting the challenge of
leadership, then have them contact Kurtis Moore in my Kokomo District office at 215 W. Sycamore
Street, Kokomo, Indiana 46901 and 765-454-7550 or enter my web site at http://www.house.gov/
buyer to learn more about the academies and applying for nomination.
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JROTC Instructors Sought by Department of Defense

The Department of Defense is seeking retired military officers and non-commissioned officers to teach
leadership, teamwork, discipline and citizenship in high school Junior ROTC programs.  The Pentagon
will need to fill 1,200 positions nationally in the next three years.

The JROTC program wants to expand from 2,900 high schools to 3,500 high schools served by the
program.  To continue the expansion, qualified instructors are needed.  The JROTC program can make a
difference in the lives of 14, 15, and 16 year old students.

Since 1964, each service has offered a JROTC program that includes classroom instruction and one to
two weeks training in the summer at a military facility.  Instructors will receive a seven-to-ten day instructor
training program.  Once the instructor is trained and certified, the school districts may hire the JROTC
instructor.

To learn more about the opportunity, go to the Department of Defense website at
http://www.dodtransportal.gov and go to Internet Career Links where you conduct a Specialized Job
Search, typing in “JROTC.”  If you do not have Internet access, please contact Kurtis Moore at 215 W.
Sycamore Street, Kokomo, Indiana 46901 and 765-454-7550 for more information.

FLAG AMENDMENT

On July 17, 2001,  the House passed H.J. Res. 36, a Constitutional amendment
to prohibit Flag desecration, by a vote of 298-125.

This is not an issue about what people can say about the flag, the United States,
or its leaders.  Those rights are fully protected.  The issue here is that the flag, as
a symbol of our Nation, is so revered that Congress has a right and an obliga-
tion, to prohibit its willful and purposeful desecration.  It is the conduct that is the
focus.

I have seen our flag on a distant battlefield.  I understand what it represents...the
physical embodiment of everything that is great and good about our nation. It
represents the freedom of our people, the courage of those who have defended
it, and the resolve of our people to protect our freedoms from all enemies,
foreign and domestic.

The measure, which was referred to the Senate, must pass that chamber with a two-thirds majority in
order to be considered by the States.


